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* IN THEHIGH COURTOF DELHIAT NEW DELHI
+ CS(COMM) 303/2022 & 1.A. 15916/2025
BURGER KING CORPORATION ... Plaintiff
Through: Mr. Raunag Kamath, Ms. Asavari
Jain, Ms. Himani & Mr. Aakriti Jain,
Advs. (M:8860959528)
versus

SWAPNIL PATIL& ORS. ... Defendants
Through:  Mr. Rishabh Dev Mishra, Adv. for
D-10 (8527830269)
Mr. Amit Mahaliyan, Adv. for D-20
(9899491980)
Ms. Srega Sengupta, Adv. for D-16
(M: 9830776856)

CORAM:

JUSTICE PRATHIBA M. SINGH
ORDER

% 20.08.2025

1. This hearing has been done through hybrid mode.

|.LA. 19711/2025 (for stay) in CS(COMM) 303/2022

2. The present application has been taken up for consideration upon
being mentioned by the Id. Counsel for the Plaintiff.

3. The present application under Order XXXIX Rules 1 & 2, Code of
Civil Procedure, 1908 (hereinafter “CPC” ) has been filed on the ground that

the Plaintiff’s Indian Master Franchisee has recelved a new complaint

reporting another instance of fraud using infringing domain names.

4, The present suit relates to the Plaintiff’s trade mark ‘BURGER
KING’, in conjunction with its distinctive logo, which is being used by
various unknown Defendants for running fake franchise/deal ership websites.

Such operators of the doman names are also collecting money from
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innocent and gullible consumers and customers. It is stated that the websites
avallable at these domain names prominently display the Plaintiff’s
‘BURGER KING’ trademarks and device and solicit franchise applications
from the genera public.

5. In the present suit, injunctions have aready been granted by this
Court in favour of the Plaintiff vide orders dated 10th May 2022, 28th July
2022, 24th November 2022, 21st December 2022, 22nd December 2022, 6th
January 2023, 1st February 2023, 20th February 2023, 19th April 2023, 27th
April 2023, 21st June 2023, 21st July 2023, 15th September 2023, 4th
December, 2023, 16th February, 2024, 15th February, 2025 and 18" July,
2025 in respect of variousillegal domain names.

6. The present application has been filed in respect of the domain names

https.//burgerkingindiafranchisee.com/, https://burgerkingindiafranchise.com

and www.bk-india.co.in, and the email addresses which are also being used
by the Defendants with connected bank accounts in respect of the said
domain names. The details whereof are given hereinbelow:-

“12. Details of these 3 domain names, 2 email

addresses, and 3 bank accounts are captured below:

a. Domain name-
https://bur ger kingindi afr anchi see.cony

I A Whois  search of the domain
name https://bur ger kingindiafranchisee.conv, has
revealed that it was registered on July 14, 2025.

Ii. All the contact details have been masked by the
domain name registrar. A Whois printout of this
domain name is being filed with the present
application.
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lii. The website available at this domain name
prominently displays the Plaintiff's registered
BURGER KING trade marks and as in the case of all
other previous domain names, invites applications
from members of the general public to apply for a
"BURGER KING" franchise. Printouts of the website
available at this domain name are filed along with the
present application.

b. Domain name-
https://bur ger ki ngindi afr anchi se.conm/

I A Whois search of the domain
name https://burger kingindiafr anchise.cony has
revealed that it was registered on July 07, 2025.

Ii. All the contact details have been masked by the
domain name registrar. A Whois printout of this
domain name is being filed with the present
application.

lii. Pertinently, this Hon'ble Court vide order dated
03.04.2024 had already passed directions for blocking/
suspension of the said domain name (Defendant No.
24) to the then Registrar, i.e. Defendant No.23
(Hostinger, UAB). However, despite the said order, the
domain name has been registered again through a new
domain name registrar. A copy of the said order is
being filed with the present application.

iv.The domain name does not resolve to an active
website.

¢. Domain name - www.bk-india.co.in

I. A Whois search of the domain name- www.bk-
India.co.in, has revealed that it was registered on May
05, 2025.
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Ii. The registrant name of this domain name as per the
Whois details are:

Organisation Restaurant Brands Asa
Limited
Sate Maharashtra

All other contact details of the registrant such as
address, phone number and email address have been
masked by tile relevant domain name registrar being
Endurance Digital Domain Technology Private
Limited. A Whois printout of this domain name is being
filed with the present application.

ili. The domain name does not resolve to an active
website.

d. Emalil address-
suppor t@bur ger kingindiafranchise.com

I The complaint received by the Plaintiff's Indian
master franchisee also revealed that the Main
Defendants are using the email address
support@burgerkingindiafranchise.com.  This
calculated misrepresentation creates a false
impression of legitimacy, enabling the Main
Defendants to perpetuate their fraudulent
activities through alter native domain names and
email addresses.

e. Email address- info@burger kingindiafranchise.com

I. The complaint received by the Plaintiff's Indian
master franchisee also revealed that the Main
Defendants are usng the emall address
Info@burgerkingindiafranchise.com. This calculated
misrepresentation creates a false impression of
legitimacy, enabling the Main Defendants to
perpetuate their fraudulent activities through
alternative domain names and email addresses.
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f. Bank account number 60527949952 registered with
Defendant No. 20 (Bank of Maharashtra)
I The details of the bank account are as follows:

Name: Account Number:
Account No.: 60527949952

IFSC: MAHBO0000311
Branch Name: Andheri East, Mumbai
Bank Name: Bank of Maharashtra

ii. The Plaintiffs Indian master franchisee has
received a complaint alleging that the Main
Defendants had issued a letter of intent to an
individual towards opening a ‘BURGER KING' outlet
in Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh. Based on the letter of intent
issued by the Main Defendants, the said individual was
asked to make a payment of Rs. 2,65,500/- (Rupees
Two Lacs Sxty Five Thousand Five Hundred only) to
the Main Defendants' bank account registered with
Defendant No. 20 (Bank of Maharashtra). A copy of
the letter of intent has been filed along with this
application.

g. Bank account number 26240200000386 registered
with Bank of Baroda
I. The details of the bank account are as follows:

Name: Account Number:

Account No.: 26240200000386

IFSC: BARBOANDEAS

Branch Name: Andheri East,
Mumbai

Bank Name: Bank of Baroda

ii. The Plaintiffs Indian master franchisee has
received a complaint alleging that the Main
Defendants had issued a letter of intent to an
individual towards opening a ‘BURGER KING' outlet
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7.

in Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh. Based on the letter of
intent issued by the Main Defendants, the said
individual was asked to make a payment of Rs.
2,65,500/- (Rupees Two Lacs Sxty Five Thousand Five
Hundred only) to the Main Defendants' bank account
registered with Bank of Baroda. A copy of the invoice
has been filed along with this application.

h. Bank account number 172401000065412
registered with | ndian Overseas Bank

I. The details of the bank account are as follows:

Name: Account Number:

Account No.: 172401000065412

IFSC: |OBAO0O00089

Branch Name: Mumbai (Thane)

Bank Name: Indian Overseas
Bank

ii. The Plaintiffs Indian master franchisee has
received a complaint alleging that the Main
Defendants had in the pretext of selling a BURGER
KING franchise asked the said individual to make a
payment of Rs. 2,65,500/- (Rupees Two Lacs Sxty Five
Thousand Five Hundred only) to the Main Defendants
bank account registered with Indian Overseas Bank. A
copy of the payment invoice filed along with this
application.”

The printouts of one of the said websites have been annexed with the

application and the same have also been seen by this Court. The relevant

printouts are extracted below:
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8. A perusa of the infringing website pages would show that there are
severa errors. For example, in the address portion it is shown as ‘Burger
King Inida’ instead of ‘Burger King India’. Moreover, the website aso
shows that this is a completely fraudulent use of the mark, logo, website
content, etc belonging to the Plaintiff.

0. It IS stated that the domain names

https://burgerkingindiafranchise.com/ and www.bk-india.co.in presently do

not appear to be active websites. However, the said domain names are stated
to have been registered by the main defendants which infringe the trademark
of the Plaintiff.
10. It is aso stated that through the said domain names websites, letters
of Intent are being issued to prospective franchisees and amounts are being
collected illegally. In one instance, an individual in Andhra Pradesh was
asked to make payment of Rs.2,65,000/- in respect of a letter of intent. The
emails sent by the Defendants in this regard have also been placed on
record.
11. Issuenoctice. Ld. Counsel for the Defendant Nos. 10, 16 and 20 accept
notice.
12. Issue notice to the other Respondents.
13. The Court is convinced that such illegal use of the mark ‘BurgerKing’
and collection of amounts under the said name cannot be permitted.
Accordingly, the following reliefs are granted:-

a The doman names https:.//burgerkingindiafranchisee.com/,

https.//burgerkingindiafranchise.com/ and www.bk-india.co.in in

shall be suspended by the respective domain name registrar.

b. The email addresses support@burgerkingindiafranchise.com and
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Info@burgerkingindiafranchise.com shall be suspended by the

respective domain name registrar.

c. Defendant Nos. 6 and 7, i.e.,, Ministry of Communications and
Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology, respectively,
are directed to issue directions to all 1SPs to block the websites
available at the domain names

https://burgerkingindiaf ranchi see.com/,

https://burgerkingindiafranchise.com/ and www.bk-india.co.in

and also file an affidavit of compliance within two weeks..

d. The Bank of Maharashtra shall immediately freeze the bank
account number 60527949952, the Bank of Baroda shal
immediately freeze the bank account number 26240200000386,
and the Indian Overseas Bank shall immediately freeze the bank
account number 172401000065412 and file an affidavit of
compliance confirming within one week that it has frozen the said

bank account.

14. Compliance of Order XXXIX Rule 3, CPC be done within one week.
15. List I.A. No. 15916/2025 and | .A. No. 19711/2025 before the Roster
Bench on 10" October 2025.

PRATHIBA M. SINGH, J.
AUGUST 20, 2025/dj/msh
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